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UNRATIFIED. TO BE RATIFIED AT NEXT AGM ON 23
rd

 FEB. 2018 

 

WEST LOTHIAN BOWLING ASSOCIATION (WLBA) 

 

MINUTES OF 135
th

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 

 

HELD ON 24
th

 FEBRUARY 2017 AT WHITBURN BOWLING CLUB 

 

1. PRESENT:   

 

PRESIDENT     John Weir (Whitburn)                           

VICE PRESIDENT            Joe McLelland (Harrysmuir)    

TREASURER    Frazer Muirhead (Uphall Station)   

SECRETARY     Davy Doyle (East Calder) 

SPONSORSHIP CONVENER   Gary Smith (Linlithgow) 

Frazer Muirhead was also in attendance as  BOWLS SCOTLAND DISTRICT SECRETARY  

  

APOLOGIES: Seafield Community BC, Stoneyburn Community BC, Gary Clelland, Bellsburn. 

Non attending clubs were Blackburn, Broxburn, Deans, Harthill, Letham, Newbridge, Philpstoun, and Pumpherston.  

 

1. Representatives attended from 24 Clubs.  The president opened the meeting with a warm welcome to all 

delegates and asked all present to observe a minute’s silence in memory of all members who had passed away 

in the past year with special mention of Tam Dalyell, one of our Honorary Presidents. 

2. MINUTES OF 134th (2016) AGM.  

The Minutes of the previous AGM (re-issued to Clubs on 27
th
 January 2017) were taken as read. The Minutes 

were approved on the motion of T Sutherland (West Calder), seconded by R Clover (Kinneil). There were no 

“Matters Arising”.  

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENT.  
A copy of the Accounts for 2016 had been issued with the AGM Agenda. Treasurer provided details behind 

the various items of income and expenditure. The Treasurer stated that the balance at the end of year 2016 of 

£16,791 confirmed that the Association is still in a strong financial position. The Accounts were proposed by 

Brian Clarkson (Winchburgh), and seconded by Ian Dickie (Bankton Mains) The Treasurer advised the 

member clubs that he would not be standing for re-election at our AGM in 2018 and stated that he is willing to 

help any individual in any way to facilitate the handover. 

 

4. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
1. The Secretary provided a report of the workings of the 2016   season. The following points were covered, 

2. He congratulated all the green keepers and club members who helped work on their greens throughout the 

year.  This ensured that all competitions proceeded on schedule. He also thanked the tournament convenors 

and umpires for their hard work throughout the season. Their assistance is greatly appreciated by the 

management committee. He also thanked Gordon Logan who was convenor for the County Ties. 

3. He gave special thanks to Mark Wilson and Stewart Meikle for all the invaluable assistance they freely gave 

him during the season and he advised that the decision last year to appoint them both as Honorary Presidents 

had proved to be very successful. He also thanked Jim Gibson who was responsible for updating the WLBA 

Website in 2016.  He gives Jim lots of information and Jim works hard to keep the website updated. 

4. Under 25s Secretary advised that we had won our first league match but lost the next two therefore we did not 

qualify for the latter stages. In the Scottish Cup we again won our first match but were then knocked out. 

5. Andrew Hamilton Trophy. He advised that Gordon Logan, (Kirkliston) in his first year as Team Manager 

had just failed to qualify for the latter stages but the Management Committee have every confidence that he 

will strive very hard this year to make WLBA winners.                                    

6. Matt Purdie Unfortunately our Team Manager, Willie Walker (Oakbank) had also just failed to qualify for the 

latter stages but the Management Committee had arranged a meeting with all three Seniors Area Conveners 

and they have now agreed to avoid scheduling any seniors Top Ten fixtures to clash with either the Matt 

Purdie or Rosebery Cup games to avoid seniors having to play two games on the same day and we have every 

confidence that this will help him in his efforts to make WLBA Matt Purdie Trophy winners.                                 

7. The Top Ten Final was played at Bellsburn BC between Linlithgow BC and Kirkliston BC with Linlithgow 

running out winners. 

8. The Top Five final was held at Bankton Mains BC between Glenmavis BC and Kirkliston BC and saw 

Kirkliston crowned as winners to retain their title. 

9.  The Rosebery Cup Final was held at Whitburn BC between Uphall Station BC and Kirkliston BC. The result 

was a victory for Kirkliston BC. 
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10. MASTERS. The venue for the final was Newbridge BC and the bowlers produced some magnificent bowling 

as you would expect from the best eight bowlers in the County. Greg Logan, Uphall Station beat Mark Allison 

(Kirkliston) in a thrilling final. 

 

11. The WL Trophy was played at Harrysmuir and was won by Winchburgh. Secretary advised that for next year 

the Management Committee had decided that a club could enter as many rinks as they wish at a cost of £6 per 

rink. Each rink to contain only one current Hamilton Trophy standard player. 

  

12. WESLO semis and Final were played at Glenmavis, as per the request of our sponsor and last year’s finalists, 

Stuart Smith and Norrie Alexander, both Ratho, met in one semi with Norrie avenging last year’s defeat to 

reach the final two years in a row. The other semi was between John McLaren, Glenmavis and Bob Mackay, 

Armadale. Bob won his semi and the final to crown what has been a brilliant year for him. 

  

13. The Champion of Champions was held at East Calder BC and Ewan Shearer, Bo’ness beat Richard Mark of 

Uphall Station in the final. This was a record 5th win for Ewan and, most unfortunately, bowls are no longer 

played at Bo’ness. 

The response from clubs was disappointing with quite a few champions missing for one reason or another. 

 

5.  APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY PRESIDENTS 

 

Lord Rosebery, Marshal Sneddon (Deans), Mark Wilson (Armadale) and Stewart Meikle (Kirkliston) were all 

unanimously re-elected on a proposal by Rab Clover, Kinneil and seconded by Allan Lynch (West Calder) 

 

6. ELECTION OF OFFICIALS 

 

PRESIDENT. 

 Outgoing President John Weir (Whitburn) thanked all Clubs for the way he had been received during his travels 

through the “County” during his year in office. He also thanked Management Committee members for their help in 

assisting him throughout the year and he went on to congratulate all Tournament winners in the year as well as those 

players who had made it to international level. R Reeve, (Harrysmuir) nominated Joe McLelland (Harrysmuir) as the 

new President for year 2017; this was seconded by J Grant (Watson Memorial) and carried unanimously. The outgoing 

President wished the new President all the best for the coming season and presented him with his badge of office. In 

accepting the Presidency (and from this point the chairmanship of the meeting as President) Joe stated that it was a 

great honour and pleasure both personally and for his club to be given this post and he promised to do his utmost to 

keep West Lothian at the forefront of bowling in Scotland. Joe also went on to thank Drew Paterson (Newbridge) for 

his three years of service to the Management Committee     

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT.  

John Weir (Whitburn), was unanimously elected to this post after being proposed by N Kerr (Whitburn) and seconded 

by R Reeve (Harrysmuir). The President, in presenting John with his badge of office, thanked him for his hard work and 

contribution as President in 2016.  

 

VICE-PRESIDENT.  

On rotation it fell to East Calder to nominate our Vice President. President Joe (Harrysmuir) proposed Ian McGill (East 

Calder) and this was seconded by Davy Doyle (East Calder). This was unanimously approved.  

President Joe presented Ian with his badge of office. Ian was delighted to accept this post stating that it was a great 

honour both for himself and his club and he thanked the members for entrusting him with this office.  

President informed delegates that the next 5 Clubs now due to take the Vice-Presidency on rotation were:  West Calder 

2018, Linlithgow (2019) Middleton Hall (2020), Deans (2021) and Letham (2022). It was hoped that this information, 

which will be updated at all future AGMs, will help Clubs to prepare well for the tasks of the post of Vice-President 

and, subsequently, President.   

 

TREASURER: Frazer Muirhead (Uphall Station) was proposed by Dennis Cavanagh (Uphall Station), and seconded 

by John Weir (Whitburn) and was carried unanimously. There were no other nominations. 

 

SPONSORSHIP CONVENER: Gary Smith (Linlithgow) was proposed by Allan Lynch (West Calder) and seconded 

by Brian Clarkston (Winchburgh) and was carried unanimously. There were no other nominations. 

 

SECRETARY: Davy Doyle (East Calder) proposed by Ian McGill (East Calder) and this was seconded by John Weir, 

(Whitburn) This was carried unanimously. There were no other nominations. 

 

7. AUDITORS Proposed by Frazer Muirhead that we re-elect Ronnie Erskine(Winchburgh) and Gordon Scott 

(Armadale). Davy Doyle seconded this and it was carried unanimously. There were no other nominations. 
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8. EXPENSES Management Committee’s recommendation that expenses to Secretary, Treasurer and Sponsorship 

Convener should remain at £500 (Secretary), £250 (Treasurer) and £250 (Sponsorship Convener) had been 

communicated to Clubs with the AGM agenda. The Management Committee’s recommendation was unanimously 

approved on the proposal of Rab Reeve (Harrysmuir), seconded by Ian McGill (East Calder) 

 

9. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS. The Management Committee’s recommendation was Status Quo, Basic fee-£120; 

Livingston Trophy fee-£5; Capitation fee-40p per member; John Dickson-£5; Seniors’ Top Ten-£10, Rosebery Cup 

£20, and, Masters Programme Levy-£15. President also explained that the Treasurer will also collect £10 per club for 

the Kelso Cup which would be paid to Broxburn. This was proposed by Rab Reeve (Harrysmuir) and seconded by 

Davy Doyle (East Calder) and was carried unanimously. 

 

10. SPONSORSHIP CONVENER.  

Gary Smith firstly highlighted the importance of the sponsorship income to the overall finances of WLBA and 

expressed appreciation to Stewart Meikle for his assistance in the area of advertising income especially for the Masters, 

which was particularly important having lost Scotmid as the major headline sponsor of the Masters. 

Gary Smith detailed and thanked all those companies, individuals and clubs who had provided sponsorship support in 

2016 as well as outlining those who had already committed to continue their sponsorship in 2017. 

He particularly highlighted the continuing generous support from Fred Winter of Jack High Insurance. 

He also appealed for more individuals to become White Knights as he was aware that a couple of current White Knights 

had indicated that they would not be continuing in 2017.  

Finally, he requested that all clubs support our sponsors wherever possible as sponsorship is a two way street and again 

requested that any potential sponsorship leads be directed to him. 

The attending delegates warmly applauded Gary for all his continuing efforts on behalf of the W.L.B.A. 

 

11. BOWLS SCOTLAND DISTRICT SECRETARY REPORT 

 

Frazer thanked all clubs and Match Secretaries for helping to stage the 2016 District Championships. A special thanks 

to East Calder BC for hosting the district Final night, to Newbridge BC for the Seniors Finals and Linlithgow for the 

Mixed Pairs. 

Congratulations to the following men for playing in the BIBC Internationals, Neil Speirs, Thomas Mann, Ewan Shearer 

and Grant Logan  

He asked that if there are any club anniversaries this year, whether is 100, 125
th
, 150th etc. to contact him so that he 

could organise Bowls Scotland to send out a small momenta of the occasion. Armadale have already contacted him 

regarding this. 

He was very disappointed in that we did not have a representative in the National Triples due to them not being aware 

of the rules. It was embarrassing not only for the county of West Lothian but to him and his fellow bowlers. 

He explained that the rule is “the players having won the District competition will be registered as the official selection 

of the member club”. Only 1 substitute will be allowed at Ayr. You can have 4 substitutes in the fours, 3 in the triples 

and 2 in the pair’s right up to the District Final. He will send out a shortened version to all club secretaries before the 

start of the season so that this will not happen again. 

He advised that Bowls Scotland are now moving forward in the quest to modernise. They are in the process of talking 

to all counties regarding the Hamilton Trophy which will be discussed at a meeting on 26th February with delegates 

from each county. 

They have also decided to change some of the National Championships as follows: 

Junior Singles – They can now also play in any one of the 4 competitions, single, pairs, triples or fours as well as the 

junior singles. 

2 entries will be accepted from each club for the National Pairs. 

This has caused him some anxious times in recent weeks as we have to find another night to host the Junior singles.  

 Due to the High Performance team being in Australia from the 28th May to 11th June he has been advised by Bowls 

Scotland that we have to allow any players, or coach, who are away with the High Performance team on these dates, 

into these National competitions.  

He gave great thanks to David Doyle and his Management team that had allowed him to change the West Lothian 

Bowling association calendar on a few occasions to accommodate this.  

Application forms for International trials will be on the website from 1st March and should be in for 31
st
 March 2017. 

Bowls Scotland will have a new web-site up and running for the end of March.  

Last year Bowls Scotland started 5 regional Academies and now increasing to 10 this year. From this they have 

introduced a National Academy and have taken 6 (3 men and 3 ladies) bowlers with the view to develop them to 

perform on the International stage. 

In conclusion he wished President Joe all the best for this year in office and gave best wishes to all clubs for the 

forthcoming year. 

 

12. INTER ASSOCIATION TOP 10 

 

Gary Cleland, WLBA Representative on the Inter Association Top 10 Committee, was unable to attend but Gary Smith 

delivered a report on his behalf as follows: 
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Gary advised that Linlithgow will carry the WLBA banner in to the 2017 competition and that he is looking forward to 

traveling with them to East Linton for their first round tie on Sunday 21 May and further as they progress. 

The Inter County Top Ten Association’s sponsorship convenor, Stewart Meikle, has performed yet another miracle, in 

the current economic climate, by generating in excess of £4000.  

The Association is still looking for sponsors and I would ask if anyone knows of anyone willing to sponsor this 

excellent competition; please let Stewart Meikle know. 

The financial commitment from WLBA is £80 + £52 to take part in the Kenny Milne Trophy 9 September 2017 at 

Gorgie Mills BC. 

 

13. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MOTION 

“That all clubs must participate in all free to enter WLBA Tournaments unless granted exemption by WLBA 

Management Committee; failure to participate without approval will result in a £50 Club fine being imposed” 

Proposed by J Gibson (Armadale) and seconded by D Love Kinneil and was carried unanimously. 

 

14. ASSOCIATION BOWLING CALENDAR 2017 

 

Proposed bowling calendar for 2017 was passed unanimously.  Brian Clarkston (Winchburgh BC) advised the meeting 

that the Seniors Champion of Champions will be held at Winchburgh BC on Friday 1
st
 and Saturday 2

nd
 September. 

 

15. A.O.B. 

 

Honorary President Stewart Meikle delivered an excellent speech regretting the fact that Bo’ness BC is no longer a 

member of WLBA and they had been our second oldest bowls club having been formed in 1863. Stewart’s tribute gave 

an idea of their history and it was warmly received by the clubs attending the AGM. 

 

16. NEXT MEETING 

 

The 2018 AGM will be held on Friday 23
rd

 February at 7pm in East Calder BC. 

 

17. VOTE OF THANKS 

 

In closing the meeting, the Vice President thanked President Joe McLelland and Imm Past President John Weir for the 

way they had conducted the meeting. He also thanked the Clubs delegates for attending the AGM, Whitburn BC for 

hosting the AGM and wished all Clubs good luck for the 2017 season and a safe journey home. 

 

Davy Doyle 

 

16
th
 March 2017 

 

 

 


